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It was one of the best educationals I am sure all of us have ever attended. Pniel starting at the 
Hillcrest Berry Orchards with hot scones and tea, overlooking the Franschhoek Mountains and owner 
Raymond O’Grady making us feel so welcome and informing us of life at Hillcrest. 

Hillcrest Berry Orchards is a place where tourists stop for great meals, the best berries grown right on 
the farm, the shop is filled with frozen and fresh berries, honey, jams, condiments and gifts. The 
berries grow naturally without shade cloth; they have far more liquid because of that. Hillcrest has the 
highest regard for the environment. They use only organic vegetables for the restaurant as well as 
organic eggs and chicken. The water is being recycled and no chemicals are used. 

Stepping out into the orchards feels like stepping into heaven where the most stunning views awaits 
one. Neat rows of youngberries in bloom, trees of mulberries taking you back to your childhood. I am 
sure any tourist will agree that this is the most beautiful piece of land on the planet. 

Next stop is Pniel itself, we got slightly lost but I was in awe looking at the colourful gardens of proud 
homeowners. The village has a different feel to it, there’s a feeling of pride, a different vibration to the 
people of Pniel. Is that why the name means ‘Face of God’ (Genesis 32 verse 30)? It speaks of 
Jacoba’s encounter with the angel. We were met by Joy at a hidden gem called Lumleys. Again we 
were served scones and tea and we experienced a 4 star Bed & Breakfast with a difference. This 4 
bedroomed accommodation offers luxury rooms and conference facilities, but it is the ideal getaway 
from the city and its pressures. Here you relax and find yourself enriched with history dating back to 
1843. The owners Benita and Peter are born and bred in Pniel and I am sure you will have a jaw 
dropping experience sharing all the interesting stories about this interesting beautiful village. 

We made our way to Angelo Hendricks, a very spiritual man with a lovely smile and lots of 
enthusiasm. He creates stones with a difference. We watched how he explained how it comes 
together and how he has enjoyed his franchise since December 2010. His family are apple and pear 
farmers, so this is his outlet and he offers employment to the guys on the street, teaching them again 
how to earn an extra living. Everybody bought some stones, different sizes and different quotes. I love 
the one I bought: Soli Deo Gloria (To God all the Glory). 

Florence Phillips, a tourist guide living in Pniel, shared with us the history of Pniel, showed us the 
Congregational Church and treated us with such friendliness that it was a pity when the day came to 
an end. I am in awe of the richness and beauty, the strong faith and oneness of the people of Pniel. 
Pniel is so often overlooked as one drives through the village, not aware of what it holds. Next time, 
stop for a chat; learn about this place once being a mission station, the place where they still 
celebrate the emancipation of the slaves every 1st December. Every person rings the bell at 12am on 
the day as a reminder. There’s the Vredemonument with the bird, meaning freedom and the water, 
meaning life. The rock from Robben Eiland, inaugurated by Kenneth Kuanda, the open chain showing 
no more slaves. 

I am sure everybody felt enriched and psychologically elevated after visiting Pniel. I will never just 
drive through again without stopping to listen to the stories or popping in to buy a stone as a gift. 
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